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I. Mirrors Matter: What research says about the impact of culturally 

relevant texts on reading and writing development 
 

II. Book Browsing 
 

III. Sharing Fantastic Finds/What’s missing? 
 

IV. More Mirrors Action Planning 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Book lists, descriptions, and teaching guides for many recommended text selections can be found at 

 

www.kidslikeus.org 
                                                  Follow us @KLUBooks 
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:KDW�5HVHDUFK�6D\V�$ERXW�WKH�,PSDFW�RI�&XOWXUDOO\�5HOHYDQW�/LWHUDWXUH�

RQ�5HDGLQJ�$FKLHYHPHQW�

y�&XOWXUDOO\�UHOHYDQW�OLWHUDWXUH�VXSSRUWV�HPHUJHQW�OLWHUDF\�
$�FULWLFDO�PRPHQW�LQ�UHDGLQJ�GHYHORSPHQW�LV�WKH�UHDOL]DWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�ZRUGV�LQ�WKH�ERRN�GHVFULEH�WKH�SLFWXUHV��
$V�FKLOGUHQ�EHJLQ�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�VWRU\WHOOLQJ�ZLWK�ERRNV��WKH\�XVH�WKHLU�RUDO�ODQJXDJH�WR�³SUHWHQG�UHDG´�WKH�
VWRU\�LQ�WKH�SLFWXUHV��JUDGXDOO\�JHWWLQJ�FORVHU�DQG�FORVHU�WR�UHDGLQJ�RI�WKH�DFWXDO�ZRUGV�LQ�WKH�WH[W��+HDWK��
������7HDOH�	�6XO]E\��������9\JRWVN\���������$V�FKLOGUHQ�EHJLQ�WR�UHODWH�WKHLU�VSHHFK�WR�SULQW��it matters�LI�
WKH�ODQJXDJH�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�XVLQJ�±�VRPH�RI�WKH�ZRUGV�LQ�WKHLU�KRPH�ODQJXDJH�RU�WKH�ZRUGV�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�ZRXOG�
W\SLFDOO\�XVH�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�VWRU\�RU�D�SDUWLFXODU�VFHQH�±DFWXDOO\�GRHV�VKRZ�XS�RQ�WKH�SDJH��

y�&XOWXUDOO\�UHOHYDQW�OLWHUDWXUH�FDQ�LQFUHDVH�HQJDJHPHQW�DQG�PRWLYDWLRQ�IRU�UHDGLQJ
0DQ\�VWXGLHV�KDYH�VKRZQ�WKDW�FXOWXUDOO\�UHOHYDQW�OLWHUDWXUH�LQFUHDVHV�LQWHUHVW��VXSSRUWV�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�
OLWHUDWXUH��DQG�FDQ�KDYH�D�VLJQLILFDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�VWXGHQWV¶�DWWLWXGHV�WRZDUG�UHDGLQJ�DQG�WKHLU�VHOI�SHUFHSWLRQV�DV�
OHDUQHUV��$OWLHUL��������'DYLV��������(QFLVFR��������6LPV��������6PLWK��������,Q�RQH�XUEDQ�SXEOLF�VFKRRO�
VHUYLQJ�GXDO�ODQJXDJH�OHDUQHUV��DGGLQJ�FXOWXUDOO\�UHOHYDQW�WH[WV�WR�WKH�PL[�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�QHDUO\�GRXEOLQJ�WKH�
IUHTXHQF\�RI�FKLOGUHQ¶V�UHDGLQJ��H�J���%UDVVHOO���������

y�&XOWXUDOO\�UHOHYDQW�WH[WV�DOORZ�VWXGHQWV�WR�XVH�WKHLU�VFKHPD�WR�LQFUHDVH�DFFXUDF\�DQG�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�
$�UHDGHU¶V�VFKHPD�LQFOXGHV�D�FRPSOH[�QHWZRUN�RI�NQRZOHGJH��LQFOXGLQJ�EDFNJURXQG�NQRZOHGJH�RQ�D�WRSLF��
NQRZOHGJH�RI�KRZ�LQGLYLGXDOV�W\SLFDOO\�UHDFW�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�VLWXDWLRQV��HPRWLRQV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKRVH�
H[SHULHQFHV��HWF��5HDGHUV�XVH�WKHLU�H[LVWLQJ�VFKHPD�WR�PDNH�PHDQLQJ�IURP�WH[W�DQG�LQWHJUDWH�QHZ�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJV��$V�D�UHVXOW��ZKHQ�SHRSOH�UHDG�FXOWXUDOO\�UHOHYDQW�WH[WV��WKH\�KDYH�D�ULFKHU�VFKHPD�WR�GUDZ�
IURP��DQG�WKH\�DUH�DEOH�WR�PDNH�EHWWHU�SUHGLFWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�WH[W��UHDG�PRUH�DFFXUDWHO\�DQG�IOXHQWO\��DQG�DUH�
DEOH�WR�SURGXFH�PRUH�DFFXUDWH�UHWHOOLQJV�RU�VXPPDULHV�RI�WKH�VWRULHV���$GDPV��%HOO��DQG�3HUIHWWL��������(UWHQ�
	�5D]L��������/L�	�/DL��������/LSVRQ��������6WHIIHQVRQ����������

y�5HDGHUV�UHVSRQG�GLIIHUHQWO\�WR�FXOWXUDOO\�UHOHYDQW�OLWHUDWXUH��
5HVHDUFK�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�ZKHQ�UHDGLQJ�WH[WV�WKDW�DUH�UHOHYDQW�WR�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV�VWXGHQWV�UHVSRQG�GLIIHUHQWO\�LQ�
WKHLU�DELOLW\�WR�PDNH�VHOI�WR�WH[W�FRQQHFWLRQV��WR�HQJDJH�LQ�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�FULWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�DQG�HYDOXDWLRQ��DQG�
WR�PDNH�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�DERXW�FKDUDFWHUV¶�EHKDYLRUV�DQG�PRWLYHV���%URRNV��������&RSHQKDYHU��
������/RKILQN�DQG�/R\D���������7KHUH�LV�DOVR�VRPH�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�WKHVH�HIIHFWV�PD\�WUDQVODWH�WR�VWDQGDUGL]HG�
PHDVXUHV��6PLWKHUPDQ���������

y�&XOWXUDOO\�UHOHYDQW�OLWHUDWXUH�VXSSRUWV�VWUXJJOLQJ�UHDGHUV�
$GDPV��%HOO��DQG�3HUIHWWL��������GHVFULEH�D�³WUDGLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS´�EHWZHHQ�UHDGLQJ�VNLOO�DQG�GRPDLQ�
NQRZOHGJH��6WURQJ�EDFNJURXQG�NQRZOHGJH�FDQ�FRPSHQVDWH�IRU�ZHDNHU�UHDGLQJ�VNLOOV��ZKLOH�VWURQJ�UHDGLQJ�
VNLOOV�FDQ�KHOS�FRPSHQVDWH�IRU�OHVV�EDFNJURXQG�NQRZOHGJH��&HUWDLQO\�RXU�JRDO�LV�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�
DSSO\�GHFRGLQJ�DQG�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�VWUDWHJLHV�WR�PDNH�PHDQLQJ�IURP�DOO�NLQGV�RI�WH[WV��%XW�ZKHQ�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�
LQLWLDOO\�OHDUQLQJ�WR�UHDG�DQG�RU�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�WR�GHYHORS�JUHDWHU�UHDGLQJ�SURILFLHQF\��LW�PD\�EH�HVSHFLDOO\�
LPSRUWDQW�WR�FKRRVH�WH[WV�WR�ZKLFK�VWXGHQWV�FDQ�EULQJ�WKHLU�FXOWXUDO�VFKHPD�DQG�EDFNJURXQG�NQRZOHGJH�WR�
EHDU��XQWLO�WKH\�EHFRPH�VXIILFLHQWO\�SURILFLHQW���
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More Mirrors in the Classroom: Using Urban Children’s Literature to Increase Literacy��5RZPDQ�	�/LWWOHILHOG��



So e re o rce  for fin in  i  it  tic t r  iter t re 
 
Reco en e  i er  
 

  Lee and Low Children’s Book Press, Shen s Books, and u Books imprints  - leeandlow.com 
x Arte P blico Press and Pi ata Books artepublicopress.com 
x Cinco Puntos Press - cincopuntos.com 
x Groundwood Books - groundwoodbooks.com 

 
i tri tor  foc in  on C t r  n  in i tic i er it  

   First Book - fbmarketplace.org deep discounts for schools serving lower income communities  
x Del Sol Books - delsolbooks.com 
x East West Discovery Press - eastwestdiscovery.com 
x Lectorum - lectorum.com 
x Mantra Lingua - mantralingua.com 
x Santillana USA - santillanausa.com 
x Star Bright Books - starbrightbooks.org 

 
i  intere t o  re in  e e  oo  i er  fe t rin  i er e c r cter  ettin  n  content 
x rca Books - us.orcabook.com 
x Saddleback - sdlback.com 

 
So e re o rce  for tic t r  oo  i t   c t r  ro  or t e e 

x Cynthia Leitich Smith’s website and Cynsations blog - cynthialeitichsmith.com many book lists and 
recommendations for multicultural children’s literature   

x I’m our Neighbor - imyourneighborbooks.org books representing children who are new arrivals  
to the country  

x Kids Like Us - kidslikeus.org multicultural and urban children’s literature  
x Mitali Perkins’ blog - mitaliperkins.com special focus on books with South Asian characters  
x Pat Mora’s Bookjoy - patmora.com great source for books by Latino authors and illustrators  
x he Brown Bookshelf  thebrownbookshelf.com featuring children’s books written and illustrated 

by African American authors and artists  
 
 

Soci  e i  
x Kids Like Us @KLUBooks  
x L LL @Latinas LatLit  
x Lee and Low @LeeandLow  
x We Need Diverse Books @diversebooks  

 
 

Re o rce  for oo  i eo oo  r i er  e c in  i e  n  ot er oo  t ff 
x Local Public Library e-book collections  often available for online checkout 
x eachingbooks.net book trailers, author interviews, teaching guides, etc .  
x pen eBooks an app containing thousands of popular and award-winning titles that are free for 

children from in-need households  openebooks.net 
x pen Library openlibrary.org 
x Barnes and Noble Free N K e-books searchable by age  

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/free-ebooks/nook-books/ /N-ry a 
x EPIC Books via subscription  like Netflix for books  https://www.getepic.com/ 
x Scholastic Book Flix school subscription  
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GETTING MORE MIRRORS INTO O O T O

Action planning - Steps I can take in my own setting right away 

ϭ͘ ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ

Ϯ͘ ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ

ϯ͘ ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ

Need support? Let us know if we can help! 

www.kidslikeus.org 

info@kidslikeus.org 

@KLUBooks 


	1- More Mirrors cover
	2- Brainstorming CR Ch Lit
	3-4 CPL Handout p 3-4 (Visual & Case)
	5-Resources for finding multicultural lit - general w-hi-lo
	6-Action Planning

